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NP.11 L Y M  E REGI  S C O N G R E G A T I O N A  L C H U R C  H 

The Church was formed following the ejection of the Anglican 
minister, the Revd A Short, in 1662. In 1672 he was granted a 
licence to hold meetings at his house then in the same year a 
meeting house was built in George's Court. In 1734 the Revd J 
Whitty became the new minister and under his guidance a new 
chapel was built in Coombe Street in 1755. There was a split in 
the church in the 1770s with some following the Unitarian 
doctrine. There appears to have been further divisions in the 
early 1820s with some church members joining the Baptist 
church. By the end of the 1830s many feared that the 
congregation would fail completely but with the appointment of 
the Revd G Jones in 1839 the attendance rose. However, by the 
1850s attendance had again dwindled and the chapel was closed 
between October 1857 and July 1858. In 1865 Lyme and 
Charmouth became united under one minister. The 
congregation continued to be small throughout its remaining 
history and eventually closed in October 1985 

C  M C H U R C  H M E E T I N  G 

C  M 1 Church Meeting minutes 

C  M 1/1 Church Meeting minutes 
(1 vol) 1948-1982 

C  M 1/2 Church Meeting minutes 
(1 vol) 1982-1984 

C  M 2 Church Secretary^ Correspondence 

C  M 2/1 Correspondence concerning the maintenance of the ministry 
including annual church reports to the Congregational Union 
(1970-1972, 1974, 1977-1983); concerns about the failing 
membership; rising costs of maintenance and assessment 
contributions 
(1 bundle) 1970-1985 

C  M 2/2 Correspondence concerning the Renovation Fund including 
a list of church members, the organisation of events and 
donations to the appeal 
(1 bundle) 1972 

C  M 2/3 General correspondence concerning the induction of the 
Revd K Havers, contributions to the New Link, financial 
concerns and the Axe Vale group of churches 
(1 bundle) 1975-1982 
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C  M C H U R C  H M E E T I N  G 

C  M 2 Church Secretary^ Correspondence 

C  M 2/4 Correspondence concerning repairs to the church including 
an application for a grant to the DOE; a schedule of work 
and estimate of costs (1982); DOE report and agreement to 
a grant (1983) and discussions about the sale of the church 
(1984) 

(1 vol) 1977-1984 

C  M 3 Insurance polices 

C  M 3/1

C  M 4

 Insurance policies and related correspondence 
(1 bundle)

 Pulpit Supplies 
 1959-1985 

C  M 4/1 Lists of pulpit supplies for the Seaton, Charmouth and Lyme 
Regis District 
(1 bundle)
[These are a plan of preachers' services around the chapels] 

 1976-1979 

C  M 5 Sale of the Church 

C  M 5/1 Correspondence concerning the closure of the church 
including details of negotiations with possible purchasers 
(1 bundle)
[CLOSED , T  O B  E R E V I E W E  D IN 2117] 

 1984-1986 

C  M 6 Dorset Association of Congregational Churches 

C  M 6/1 Report of the Dorset Association of Congregational 
Churches 
(1 doc) 1915 


